
 

��� �� ���ay is almost upon us, and 
with each show season 
comes a host of concerns:  

How long will rehearsals and run-
throughs last?  Does my child have to 
stay there the whole time?  What does 
“call time” mean?  If you’re new to Cir-
cus, or if you just have a few questions, 
read on. 

“Call time” means the time we need 
you to arrive so that we can go over any 
notes and get into costume before starting 
our run-through, rehearsal, or show. 

The difference between a run-
through and a rehearsal is that, during a 
run-through, we will probably have occa-
sional breaks between acts, whereas in a 
rehearsal, we will move from act to act 
just as if we were performing the show 
for a live audience.  Run-throughs are 
when we can work out the timing and 
rigging changes so that they flow 
smoothly in rehearsals and shows. 

Run-throughs and rehearsals tend to 
last into the 9 o’clock hour, at least.  Plan 
to bring dinner, healthy snacks and water 
with you, as well as homework and a 
quiet activity that your child can do while 
waiting for his or her act to run.  When 
we create the Act Order for the show, we 
do our best to schedule acts with younger 
children in the early part of the show.  
After your last act has completed its run 
and you have checked in with your Head 
Trainer to find out if there are any notes, 
you are then free to leave for that eve-

ning.  You do not need to stay until the 
very end of the run-through unless you’re 
in the very last act! 

For April 8th and 15th, we will have 
Beginning Circus meet on both days at 
4:00 pm.  All other acts will meet accord-
ing to whether they fall into the first half 
or second half of show.  Please pick up a 
copy of the Act Order across from the 
Circus Office to find out which half of 
show your child’s act is in. 

We will run the FIRST HALF 
ONLY on April 8th and 15th starting at 
5:00pm. Then on April 10th and 16th, 
we will run the SECOND HALF ONLY, 
also at 5:00pm.  On April 22nd and 24th, 
we will do a FULL  run-through, starting 
at 4:30pm. 

Please arrive AT CALL TIME be-
cause, if even one person is late, it may 
hold up the entire run-through and cause 
everyone else to wait!  You don’t want to 
be here any longer than you must, so 
please be respectful of one another’s 
time. 

A note about TICKETS: Before you 
purchase tickets for family or friends, if 
your performer wishes to join them in the 
bleachers after his/her last act is finished, 
you should purchase a ticket for your per-
former NOW (otherwise there may not be 
a seat available when the time comes). 
Include this ticket on your Order Form 
when you send it in to CCAC.  Everyone 
who wants to sit in the bleachers must 
have a ticket. 
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“Ability is what 
you’re capable 
of doing.  Moti-

vation deter-
mines what you 
do.  Attitude de-
termines how 

well you do it.” 

- Lou Holtz 
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only be made in the dressing room if you rip 
your nets during show.  (If you want to learn 
how to repair nets yourself, speak with Diane 
Kimble or Maryann Smith.) 

9. All costumes are labeled and placed on a 
hanger with your name on it.  After every act, 
place your costume back on its hanger in the 
proper location.  Costumes are NEVER to be 
taken home. 

10. Parents are not allowed in the dressing room 
trailers unless they are serving as an official 
volunteer there.  (It simply gets too crowded.) 

11. Acts will go in to dress according to the sched-
ule planned out by the wardrobe department 
(coming soon).  Do not go into the trailers be-
fore your time is scheduled!  Once you are 
finished dressing, please leave the trailer so 
that others can get in to change into costume.  
Space is limited so we must be considerate of 
one another.  Do not loiter in trailers. 

12. You must always wear a COVER UP over 
your costume when you are anyplace other 
than on stage or backstage. Your cover up 
must completely cover the costume. 

13. NEVER EAT OR DRINK IN COSTUME.  

14. Children under age 12 must have a parent on 
site to supervise them during rehearsals and 
show.  Parents who are unable to be here 
should make arrangements with other parents 
who will  be here to watch over their child.  
This is for your children’s safety and security! 

15. Only performers and volunteers who are 
working in the backstage area are allowed in 
the backstage area.  This is for the safety of all 
our kids! 

If you  have questions about any of these rules, 
please speak with Melanie Ramiro, the Youth Pro-
gram Director: (909) 798-9622 ext. 205 or email 
melanie@ycircus.org. 

��������here are a few rules that you need to be aware 
of, for the safety and care of your own child as 
well as for all of your Circus friends.  Please 

review this list carefully with your child and make 
sure he or she fully understands each rule: 

1. NO HORSEPLAY or socializing in the stage 
area with audience members at any time (and 
yes, this includes during pre-show and intermis-
sion).  If you want to visit with friends or family, 
please purchase a ticket so you can sit in the 
bleachers with them, or go outside to chat. 

2. Hair and makeup must be done before show.  
We will have supplies in the dressing rooms for 
touch-ups ONLY. 

3. If you are under the age of 12 and makeup needs 
to be applied, you may not do it yourself.  An-
other person who is over 12 years old must put it 
on you at home. 

4. Makeup should be tastefully applied.  Blush, 
subtle and flattering eyeshadow and lipstick is 
all that is needed.  Girls over age 12 may use 
eyeliner and mascara.  Glitter is OK when not 
applied excessively. No makeup should be worn 
for dress rehearsals. 

5. All shoes should be clean and polished when 
you arrive for show. 

6. All girls must have their hair securely and neatly 
held back from their face.  Although French 
braids are not mandatory, they are a great way to 
keep your hair looking neat throughout the entire 
show.  “Scrunchies” are not recommended, as 
they tend to slip out of hair too easily.  All guys 
with long hair must also have their hair pulled 
back in a ponytail or braid for safety. 

7. Bring your own brush / comb and DO NOT 
SHARE with others. 

8. Fishnet tights (“nets”) must be in good condi-
tion.  If you have a hole in your nets, repair them 
at home before coming to show.  Repairs will 
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��� �� ���rills Shoes will be taking and filling orders 
for fishnet stockings at the run-throughs 

on April 8th, 10th, 15th and 17th.  Save yourself 
a trip to their store and buy your nets here! 

��������f you forget to bring something for dinner, 
CCAC will have food available for pur-

chase at each run-through and rehearsal.  We 
will have a mix of Cuca’s burritos, pizza, and 
sandwiches and salads from the Olive Market. 

��� �� ���olunteer Sign-Up Sheets will be in the 
gym during rehearsals.  We’re still looking 

for someone who wants to be in charge of the 
Kid Watch crew! 

��������nyone interested in helping with Bleacher 
Construction should speak with Jay 

Brown.  The bleachers will be delivered in the 
morning on Wednesday, April 30th.  Please see 
Jay to find out what time he needs you to be 
here! 

��������am Ford is in charge of our Ticket Sales, 
and she asked us to remind you of a few 

procedures we must follow with regard to tick-
ets: 

Before you purchase your show tickets for 
family or friends, if your performer wishes to 
join them in the bleachers after his/her act is fin-
ished, you should purchase a ticket for your per-
former NOW. Otherwise, there may not be a 
seat available when the time comes!  Include 
this ticket on the order form when you mail it in 
to CCAC. Everyone who wants to sit in the 
bleachers must have a ticket.  Look for your 
“Friends of Circus” letter and Ticket Order 
Form in the mail soon! 

��������pril 17th  is the deadline for Program Ads, 
Participant Forms and Show Contracts. 

			 	� ���igh School Seniors: Please turn in your 
picture and bio to Kathi Cochran by 
April 17th . 

��������f you still need someone to take pictures for 
your program ad, Kim Clay-Ramos will be 

here on Thursday, April 10th and again on 
Tuesday, April 15th from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 

��������o wrap up the concept our show theme this 
year, we would like to collect pictures of 

your children (or people of any age, really!) 
who plan to get involved with circus but haven’t 
done so yet—your younger siblings, cousins, 
sons, daughters, grandkids, friends, or anyone.  
These pictures will be put into a collage and 
placed in the show program with the heading 
“Future Circus Performers.” 





����ircus Merchandise will be out at every 
run-through.  Also, Audrie Salsbury will be 

taking pre-orders for 2008 show shirts at each 
run through.  Pre-orders are at discounted pric-
ing, so get your shirts early and save a few dol-
lars! 

Don’t forget that we also have additional T-
shirt designs available on the www.zazzle.com 
website! These designs are all different (Circus 
Mom, Circus Dad, Circus Star, etc.) and you 
can customize them several ways. ZAZZLE 
WILL DONATE 17% OF ALL SALES back 
to us, to benefit the Y Circus program!  Follow 
the link to Zazzle from the “Merchandise” page 
of our www.ycircus.org website to see all the 
designs! 

�������� � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � �

#�$$�� ���# ���
�%��
�#������� ���&�'��

#�$$�� ���# ���
�%��
�#������� ���&�'��

#�$$�� ���# ���
�%��
�#������� ���&�'��

#�$$�� ���# ���
�%��
�#������� ���&�'��

� ���



there when it is absolutely necessary to 
meet your act time. 

4. The female performers age 16 & up 
ONLY will use an alternate area for 
dressing.  For the individuals who fit the 
aforementioned criteria, we will hang all 
your costumes in this area. We will post a 
list of the individuals who can use this al-
ternate dressing room at the bottom of the 
Equipment Room stairs. 

5. Male Dressing Trailer: The male dressing 
trailer is typically not as crowded.  How-
ever, keep in mind that the first half of 
show has the most male performers.  Make 
sure you are only in the trailer when it is 
absolutely necessary to dress to meet your 
act time. 

6. Mending: We will try to have a seamstress 
every evening on duty at the trailer. Ladies, 
keep checking your fishnet tights for holes. 
If you find one, ask the seamstress to mend 
it. Nets are easier to mend if you are wear-
ing them. If your costume rips during show, 
make sure you bring it to one of the ward-
robe atten-dants (Diane Kimble, Maryann 
Smith or one of the other seamstresses) and 
show her the area that needs mending. 

7. Laundering:  We do not have the facilities 
to wash every costume every week, so 
clothing is only laundered if there is an ur-
gent need to do so. If you end up with a 
stain on your costume, please bring it to the 
attention of Diane Kimble and she will take 
it home to wash it. Some acts inspire more 
perspiration than others. If your costume 
gets “funky” due to perspiration, bring it to 
your wardrobe attendant on a Sunday. They 
will wash it for the next weekend’s per-
formances. 

��������here are a few more rules that we ask you 
to review with your child before opening 
night, most of which focus on proper be-

havior regarding costumes and the dressing trail-
ers: 

 

1. For ALL:  Cover-ups and shoes or slippers 
are absolutely necessary when outside. Cir-
cus costumes are used for many years and we 
must protect them. Use an old, over-sized t-
shirt, sweatshirt, or button-down shirt as a 
cover-up. Also, fishnets & bare feet need to 
be kept clean & safe. Remember that it is not 
uncommon for items to get lost backstage, so 
please don’t bring a shirt, shoes or slippers 
that you cannot afford to lose! Better yet, put 
your name in EVERYTHING that you 
own! 

2. Quick Changes: Performers who perform in 
back-to-back acts have to change very 
quickly. These “quick changes” will be 
posted at the front of each dressing trailer. 
These performers will be given priority when 
necessary. 

3. Females Ages 15 Years & Under: After you 
are released from pre-show notes, DO NOT 
RUSH TO THE TRAILER . You will go to 
the waiting area on the side of the YMCA.  
Listen for your name! You will be called to 
the trailer. Be assured — you will not miss 
your act as long as you do not leave this 
area until after you are dressed. We will 
not track people down if they wander off and 
miss their dressing call. After your act has 
performed, you will return to the waiting 
area.   We will call you into the trailer to 
change your clothes. NOTE:  If you are over 
16 years of age and elect to change in the 
trailer, please make sure that you are only 
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Dear Circus Performers and Circus Parents, 

Attendance at all classes, run-throughs, rehearsals  and shows is extremely important. Please make sure your 
child arrives on time  for each of these. If even one person is late or absent, it can affect the whole group. Please be respectful 
of everyone’s time. Also, please remember that it is required  that any child under the age of 12 years old be accompanied 
during practices, run-throughs, rehearsals and shows by an adult. You are free to and encouraged to leave a run-through, 
rehearsal or show after  your child’s last act  has finished performing. You are not required to stay until the end of the night. 

It is understood that sometimes a family emergency, religious observance or some other unforeseen circumstance will 
prevent your child from attending a run-through, rehearsal or show. Please communicate this to your child’s Head Trainer at 
least one week before  the date your child will miss so that we can plan ahead to accommodate for your child’s absence.   

Please sign below to indicate that you have reviewed the April and May schedule calendar and that you agree to make 
sure your performer will be present for all necessary run-throughs, rehearsals and shows; and if you will be unable to attend 
you will give us advance notice so we can make alternate arrangements for that particular date.   

If you have any further questions, feel free call me at (909) 798-9622 ext. 205.  Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

 

Melanie Ramiro 
Youth Program Director 
YMCA of the East Valley 
 

 

 

_________________________________   _______________________________ 

Parent’s Signature     Child’s Signature 

 

_________________________________   _______________________________ 

Please print your name     Please print your child’s name 

THE GREAT ALL-AMERICAN YOUTH CIRCUS   

SHOW CONTRACT 
Please sign & return this form to Melanie by April 17th. 



Participant Form 
Please complete & return this form to Melanie by April 17th. 

 
Name: 
(Please write clearly. This is how your name will appear in the program) 

 
Male or Female: 
 
Address: 
(w/city &  
zip code) 
 
 
Phone Number: 
 
Emergency/Alternate Phone Number: 
 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: 
 
Email Address: 
 
Age & Birthday: 
 
Grade in School: 
 
Is this your 1st year in Circus? 
 
How many years have you been in Circus? 
 
What acts have you signed up for this year? 
 
 
 
What Circus awards have you received? 
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� April 28 
 

Tech Run 
5:30 call/6pm run 
NO Performers 
Rousts & Spot-
light Operators 

ONLY 

April 29 
 

1st Half Dress 
Rehearsal 

4:30 call/5pm run 

April 30 
Bleacher  

Construction  
10am 

 
2nd Half Dress 

Rehearsal 
4:30 call/5pm run 
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rate for the first Friday & Saturday shows 
ONLY . 

5. We would love to have parents & participants 
help us distribute our show posters through-
out the community.  If you would like to help 
us do this, please sign up with Melanie, Kathi 
or Jamila during run-throughs.  Remember:  
Posters are for advertising our show.  If you 
would like a poster for yourself, we need to 
wait until after we have distributed them to the 
community FIRST before giving posters to 
participants. 

6. Please turn in your Participant Form, Show 
Contract, and Program Ad Order Form by 
Thursday, April 17th . 

7. Pre-order your 2008 “Circus Through the 
Ages” show t-shirts during run-throughs and 
get the discounted price! 

1. Remember that all run-throughs and rehears-
als are mandatory.  Look at the Act Order 
and the April Calendar to determine which 
days you need to be here for run-throughs (1st 
Half or 2nd Half). 

2. Please MAIL your Ticket Order Form to 
CCAC at P.O. Box 1873, Redlands, CA 
92373.  Don’t bring it in to the Circus Office.  
Melanie doesn’t have the tickets, so she can’t 
take your order! 

3. Tickets go on sale to the general public on 
Monday, April 21st.  Take advantage of the 
three additional weeks you have to send in 
your orders early!  Don’t wait!  

4. Any Circus parents who are teachers or who 
work with the school district:  Please see 
Melanie about to pick up a school group dis-
count order form!  There is a school group 
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